[Differential diagnosis of drug-induced liver damage. Problems and conclusions from the viewpoint of the clinician].
Our analysis showed that in of more than 80% of the patients admitted to the infection hospital because of suspicion of viral hepatitis there is also an anamnesis of one or several drugs. Among 2944 patients, admitted with being suspect of having viral hepatitis, there were 128 patients (adequate to 4.4%) with a drug-induced liver injury diagnosed in the result of all clinical, serological, histological and immunological findings. Inducing noxes were - in accordance to the frequency of ordination - ovulation inhibitors followed by Berlocombin, Ketazon, Depressan and Obsidan. In view of a clinic for infectious diseases it has to be pointed to the necessity of a high degree of security in the differential diagnosis of the drug-induced liver injury in relation to the viral hepatitis and one has to consider the great responsibility of the clinician. Often a decision may only be taken in close interdisciplinary collaboration of gastroenterologists, pathologists, epidemiologists and immunologists.